
Sub tropical perennial 
pastures at our place. 

Why we gave perennial 
pastures a try, & the 
positives & negatives 



Why didn’t we start earlier? 

• In the early 2000’s I watched others planting 
these roadside weed looking perennial grasses 
& thinking: 

• “What if I want to grow a crop in these 
paddocks full of tough weeds?” 

• “How does one get rid of them?” 

 

• So I sat on the fence watching until 2007. 



Are Perennials as tough as these? 



Time to get started 

• In July 2007 we picked the lowest pasture 
density paddocks & started spraying about 
140 hectares over 2 farms. 

• The perennials were sown in September, using 
a modified tined combine.  

• A month later there was still no grass, the 
sandy furrows were filling in. 



Eventually, some grass. 



The way we mix seed with fertiliser. 



The Seed Mixer. 



The on & off plunger 



There are many good reasons to have 
some perennial pasture. 

• We are achieving 2 to 3 times previous  summer stocking rates with MPM 
sheep by rotational stocking with perennial pasture. 

• Much less wind & water erosion, the grass is holding back water on water 
repellent soil & the water soaks in instead of running away. 

• No new water erosion gullies. 

• Old bare water erosion gullies are filling in by themselves & grass is growing in 
them. 

• Deep out of reach nutrients are being accessed for perennials & annuals. 

• Able to use out of season rainfall for fast biomass growth. 

• Annual pasture legumes are thriving alongside perennials. 

• Some native vegetation is starting to come back. 

• Our worst sandy paddocks are now our best sandy winter grazing paddocks. 

• Lambing percentages are usually around 130% in these paddocks. 

• A good perennial paddock or series of paddocks is a good grazing profit driver. 

 



Before & After Photos 

Water repellent sand & water. Grass that can catch the water. 



Before & After Photos 

An erosion gully high on the hill 
was getting bigger every year. The gully is filling in. 



Before & After Photos 

Water sweeping everything away This should hold the water back. 



Before & After Photos 

After a March storm.  Same place 3 years later. 



Before & After Photos 

A bare eroded paddock The same place 3 years later. 



Tissue test results, courtesy CSBP. 



Wool Test Results from 7 month old merino lambs run in two mobs. One mob on Perennials & 
the other mob on conventional annual pasture on another farm. 
The perennial mob (lot 3) has a bit less VM, is 3mm shorter, has a lower yield. Better clean price.  
The annual pasture mob (lot 6) has more VM, is longer, higher yield. Lower clean price.  
 

This test result surprised me as I expected the perennial mob to be higher in micron & length. 

Unfortunately no body weighing was done to compare the two mobs. 



Pasture Cropping, a good idea? 



A pasture cropping trial was done       
& the results were good. 

• I probably wouldn't crop into a perennial 
pasture paddock with a good legume pasture 
component. 

• The large scale trial showed good lupin yields 
were achievable. 

• The harder the perennials were suppressed 
the higher the lupin yield. To get that high 
crop yield would probably damage the legume 
pasture (if present) more than I would like. 

 

 

 



I am challenged & need suggestions.  

• I am looking for a pasture cropping seeding 
system that will work in this stony ground. 



If your thinking of getting started. 

• GET ADVICE!! 

• Growing perennials is not cheap. 

• It ties up a paddock for six or more months 
before it can be used for grazing. 

• Get your seed tested & also test it yourself a 
month before seeding, you will have a better 
idea of what seeding rate to use. 

• Watch out for grubs, rabbits, roos & goats.  

 



The Negatives of Perennial Pasture  

• None really, except I won’t sow Signal Grass 
again. 



The Credits 

Thanks to Phil Barrett-Lennard of agVivo who 
has given me heaps of advice & ideas over the 

years 

And Evergreen Farming who are an 
incredible source of ideas & information. 

 

 

 


